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This Half Term’s Christian Value

And so we begin a term of celebration and seasonal pleasures! School is even more a hive of activity in
this half term than is usual and the children always delight in the Christmas and Winter activities that the
season invariably brings. Our Curriculum theme this half term has a strong Dickensian feel as we immerse
the children in Victorian life and literature. The period of Advent is always an exciting one for the children
and never fails to rub off on the adults in the school too! I will leave you with a quote from the closing
chapter of Charles Dickens A Christmas Carol that I find ever useful to remember when fighting my way
down Gentleman’s walk amongst the seasonal shoppers:
“He went to church, and walked about the streets, and watched the people hurrying to and fro,
and patted children on the head … and looked down into the kitchens of houses, and up to the
windows, and found that everything could yield him pleasure. He had never dreamed that any
walk—that anything—could give him so much happiness.
A merry Christmas, Bob!" said Scrooge, with an earnestness that could not be mistaken, as he
clapped him on the back … It was always said of him, that he knew how to keep Christmas well, if
any man alive possessed the knowledge. May that be truly said of us, and all of us! And so, as
Tiny Tim observed, God bless Us, Every One!”

Mrs Tovey (Assistant Headteacher)

It has been a promising start to the new
school year as our attendance figure for
last half term sits at 96.61%. I would like
to extend a big thank you to parents and
carers for ensuring that our young people
are in school and making the most of the
teaching and learning available to them.
We have so far exceeded the Government
recommended figure of 96% and hope to
maintain this throughout the coming
school year !

As we say a sad goodbye to our much
loved Mr Tovell this half term, we also say
a warm welcome to others.
Miss Heywood will be teaching in Toucan
class four days a week with Mrs Newman
and Mr Moore excitingly taking the reins
on Mondays !
We would also like to extend a warm
welcome to Reverend Penny Goodman,
who will be working with us, leading
Thursday Collective Worship in school, as
well as our school church services. We
wish Reverend Laura well as she takes
adoption maternity leave for a year.
A belated welcome to our very own School
Counsellor, Andre Sloos, who we are
hugely lucky to have in school every
Wednesday afternoon. He has been
working with us since last summer term
and is an invaluable addition to our
staffing profile and to the wellbeing of our
children, parents and staff.
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We have been hugely excited to see new parent involvement in the Friends PTA group at the beginning of
this school year. Thank you to all existing and new members who put themselves forward to form what
promises to be a forward thinking and thriving committee. The AGM was witness to much enthusiasm and
wonderful ideas to raise funds to support the children’s life and learning at St Peter’s Primary.
We welcome Shirelle Meredith, who was voted in as chair of the Friends PTA committee this year and
already look forward to events planned for this half term. These are detailed in the diary dates attached.
A big thank you already for the kind donation of £2000 towards the new playground markings, which are
hopefully going to be completed by the end of this term . You can follow the The Friends Committee events
and fundraising information, on Facebook or look out for posters, fliers and texts that will remind everyone of
dates and the fun events organized.

I am a qualified Counsellor and
Psychotherapist and work as an NLP
(Neuro-linguistic programming)
practitioner. I am based in a little
village just south of Diss, on the
Norfolk/Suffolk border.
. worked as a counsellor for the
I have
'Off Centre' youth counselling service
for 12 years.
I have got vast experience of working
with individuals and families as well as
working in school settings with young
people through my past career with
Norfolk County Council as an Area
Team Leader for the Youth Service
and as a manager of an integrated
early intervention team.
I have worked part-time as a family
therapist for a local charity, with
mainly children aged 4 to 11 and their
parents. I deliver therapeutic sessions
on a part-time basis in primary as well
as secondary schools in Norfolk.

We are extremely lucky to be working in partnership with
the students and staff from the Construction department
at Norwich City College on an exciting project to build an
outdoor reflection area within the school grounds. The
children have already contributed to the design ideas and
will continue to do so as the project unfolds. We will be in
need of volunteers to help with some gardening,
particularly in the Spring/Summer months, as we plan to
plant shrubs and flowers around the structure. If this is
something that interests you and you have the time,
knowledge or just simply the enthusiasm to share, then
please contact the school office as we would gladly
welcome you ‘onboard’. The Friends PTA committee will
be fundraising in support of the project.
Our outdoor area of reflection will provide a much needed
space for children who wish to spend their break times in
a less busy and sometimes less challenging environment.
The gazebo-based construction will complement the
Christian values that we uphold within St Peter’s Primary
and will also enable outdoor learning to take place in a
variety of curriculum areas throughout the school day.
We wish to dedicate the Reflection Area to the
memory of Christine Livings; former Head Teacher
and Founder of our Trinity Federation of Schools.

